


Sights and attractions of the town, you cannot miss

The town of Dolenjske Toplice, also known to locals
as Toplice, was named after hot water springs. The
first written source of the name dates back to the
year 1215. As the second oldest thermal spa in the
former Carniola region, Dolenjske Toplice was
often written on maps. In 1604, the town was
graphically depicted for the first time. It is a spa
town known for its thermal baths established
between 1673 and 1677 by the Counts of
Auersperg. 250 years ago (1768), it was replaced by

a bathing house (today Hotel Vital). In front of it
there is a thermal spa (today Hotel Kristal). It was
built by the plans of the architect Max Conrad in
1899. Inside, there is a painted restaurant hall
adorned with a magnificent chandelier. The
northern backyard of both buildings fills the park,
lined with a century-old avenue of lime trees and
chestnuts.

At the beginning of the 18th century, Toplice gained




market rights. In the center there were 21 houses.
Two destructive fires (1834 and 1895), changed
living condition and the expansion of the spa
resulted in their gradual withdrawal to the outskirts
of the town. Therefore, a spacious spa square
developed in the center. It is marked by a century-
old village lime tree and a cast-iron fountain next to
it, the product of the former Auersperg iron works
in Dvor, with the thermal water splashing out of it.
At the edge of the square there is a modern hotel
Balnea.

In addition to health resorts, the most prominent
attraction of Toplice is the parish church of St.
Anne. In its base it is most likely a Romanesque
building and it was renovated in 15th century, after
the Auerspergs obtained the patronage rights. The
main renovations took place in the 17th century,
during the time of the architecturally educated

priest Matija Kastelec (1646-1657). He also built the
church belfry, renovated the presbytery and
decorated it with vaults. Due to Turkish invasions, a
camp complex was built around the church in the
early 16th century. It is characterized by three
defense towers, from which the southwestern one
is the best preserved.

The towers were connected by a 5 m high firewall
with portholes, from which the south side is still
preserved and visible.

A walk over the big and small bridge will reveal
some of the great houses from the beginning of the
20th century. Many of them show ambitious design
with a rich facade decoration and imaginatively
designed ventilation lines in facade gutters. There
are many hidden gems on both banks of the Susica
torrent, waiting to be discovered.



DOLEN)SKE TOPLICE THERMAL SPA

Second oldest thermal spa in former Carniola

The past and the future of Dolenjske Toplice is tightly
intertwined with thermal water that has given this
town its distinctive architecture and influenced the
ways of living. Thanks to its long and vivid history,
Dolenjske Toplice has become a synonym for
thermal tourism in former Carniola. Not many spa
resorts can boats with such a number of written
water analyses, description of the town and its
picturesque surroundings, dating from 1777.

It is difficult to pinpoint the exact time of when the
healing properties of thermal springs in Dolenjske
Toplice were discovered. In 15th century the town
was already known for their health springs, which
were outside and open to everyone. During the
centuries, there were many different owners of the

property. Duke Janez Vajkard I. Auersperg built the
first bathing building above the thermal springs in
the second half of the 17th century, and in this way
he created the foundations for the long-term
development of the town towards thermal tourism.

Duke Henrik Auersperg is most significant historical
figure of the town. Between 1767 and 1768 he built
the hotel Vital, which was the most outstanding
thermal building in Carniola. The resort was built in
Tuscan style; it had four floors, three indoor pools in
the basement and 28 guestrooms in the floors.
Anton Kastelec, a distinguished doctor from
Ljubljana, conducted the first thermal water analysis
and published it in Vienna. After that, Dolenjske
Toplice has been known as one of the most elite




thermal spa resorts in Austro-Hungary. The dukes of
Auersperg renovated the spa several times, the last
time in 1899, when Hotel Kristal was built. In 1922 it
was sold to their then tenant, Czech doctor
Konstanin Konvalinka, who was forced to surrender
itto Agricultural Loan Bank of Ljubljana. The turning-
point in post-war time is the year of 1973, when the
thermal spa resort connected with Pharmaceutical
Factory Krka from Novo Mesto.

Today, Thermal Spa Dolenjske Toplice is an attractive
destination for all generations from all over Europe.
Top-notch Balnea wellness centre nestled at the
edge of the spa's park with hundred-year-old trees is
a kingdom of refreshing baths, invigorating
massages, revitalizing saunas and water pampering.

It has become one of the most prominent wellness
centres with itsindividually planned and tailor-made
programmes and services for people of all ages.
Wide range of services at Balnea is complemented
by a facial and body treatment centre with its unique
programmes with the goal of promoting a better
quality of life. You will enjoy healthy and delicious
dishes from the nutritionally rich and quality local
food products. Guests can choose between three
top-notch hotels with luxury rooms and suites. Hotel
Balnea**** Superior is connected with the wellness
center with a beautiful panoramic hallway.

Zdraviliski trg 7, 8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T:08/2050300

F:07/3942210

E: booking@terme-krka.si




HONEY ROUTE TOUR

Enjoy the taste of fir tree honey, first-rate liqueurs, and artisan chocolate

Fir Tree Honey, a local feature of Dolenjske
Toplice valley.

The woods around Dolenjske Toplice are the lowest
site of fir tree in Slovenia and even Europe. Fir tree
honey (hojevec) is one of the most appreciated
forest honeys. It is made from the honeydew,
collected from certain insect species that feed off fir
tree sap.

Plains of RadeSca.

RadeSca creek is the most water-rich affluent of the
river Krka in the whole valley of Dolenjske Toplice.
The 3.5 km long creek springs in Podturn and flows
along feet of mountains Pogorelec and Cvinger.
This karst creek is home to fish, otters and beavers,
and on the flooded plains there are blooming
meadows.

Depths of the Obrh spring

What distinguishes the Obrh creek from others s its
heavy karst spring. Under the den, the
underground lake flows into creek that later joins
with RadeSca creek. The underground lake is 19
metres deep. At the bottom there is an entry into a
siphon, which at the depth of 33 meters leads to the
Ros massif and ends in a rockfall at 120 metres.

Beekeeping Business Sercelj

The beekeeping business runs in the family already
for three generations. The traditional Slovenian AZ
hives are home to 300 bee families which are neatly
transported to different honey pastures all over
Slovenia. For the means of transportation, they
developed a special system that allows a beekeeper
to tend to his bees and offers a pleasant workplace
for a beekeeper. The family is always eager to show
their beekeeping traditions to visitors; moreover,
there is a wide range of honeys, honey delicacies
(pollen, propolis, bee wax) and honey beverages,
the visitors are always welcome to taste.

Sela 21, 8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T.040 165921
E:sercelj@gmail.com

S: www.sercelj.si

Berryshka Distillery & Chocolatier

On the edge of the Kocevje forest you'll find a
distillery of etheric oils, premium spirits, and an
artisan chocolatier. Take a look into the behind-the-
scenes work that goes into crafting truly great spirits
and hand-made chocolate delicacies. Pamper



Everything from above and more can be revealed to
you, if you take a walk down the Honey Trail all the Trail course: Dolenjske Toplice - Sela - Obrh

way to the Obrh spring, where you'll discover an Trail length: 2.3 km
apiary, a distillery and chocolatier.

yourself with selected taste of Berryshka chocolates, Obrh 17a, 8350 Dolenjske Toplice
spirits and home-made desserts, award-winning T:041612593

products, made in Slovenia. Visit the boutique shop E:info@berryshka.com

with Berryshka products, where you can pick out a S:www.berryshka.com

gift for every occasion, or enjoy the picturesque view
of emerald green Obrh spring from the café's
terrace.



Where the best apples, garlic, asparagus and other vegetables grow

Guesthouse Kolesar

T:

E:

Guesthouse Kolesar is a family restaurant business
since 1981. Intheir restaurant they take reservations
for groups, they offer formal lunches, wedding
receptions, anniversary parties and other events.
You can also sit in a rustic room, which can
accommodate 50 people, and order a pizza or other
dishes, prepared in a brick oven. The restaurant
serves specialties such as garlic soup, mushroom
soup, gypsy plate, dishes with porcini mushroom,
flatbread with cracklings, and barbecue. There is
also playground for children.

If you would like to stay the night, Guesthouse
Kolesar has double and triple rooms with en-suite
bathroom. Besides visiting the nearby thermal
resort, you can take on different activities, such as

cycling, fishing, rafting, paragliding or gliding. It is
also a good starting point for hiking tours, and in
winter you can go skiing on a Gace ski slope.

Eco Farm Strojin

T:

E:

This farm is running in the family for generations.
They breed cattle and dairy cows, chicken, and they
also grow vegetables. Since 2011 they use
ecological farming. At the farm, you can always buy
fresh seasonal produce.




Take a walk along Dolenje Susice,
Selis¢e and Businec, and discover
traditional farms and the Guesthouse
Kolesar, which is a great starting point
for a hike.

Farm Poreber

T:

E:

Poreber is a family farm, which deals with milk
production and asparagus growing. They sell
asparagus during its season from April to June.
Asparagus is best eaten fresh; therefore they sell
them at home after you make an order. Due to the
growing interest for this healthy spring vegetable,
they keep expanding the production.

Farm Zupancic

T

E:

This is a medium-sized mixed farm. The Zupanci¢
family deals with cattle farming, viticulture, and
agriculture, especially with spring garlic. At the farm,
you can buy garlic, milk, potatoes, beef, and wine,
moreover, you can also book a tour of the farm.

Fruit Farm Bucar

T
E:

This farm is known for their apple growing and
production. Fruit farm is a family tradition, where
the oldest apple and pear trees are over 80 years
old. Fruit trees grow in intensive meadow orchards.
The whole farm covers 28 ha, of which 5.3 ha are
orchards. In 2004 the Bucar farm registered a
supplementary activity of fruit processing - they
make over 60 different fruit products, without the
use of sulphur, preservatives or stabilisers.




Get healthy in Gorica!

Farm Plavica for JoZe Majes' healing herbs

T:
E:
S:

Farm Plavica is an herb farm. Plants with healing
properties are grown on one hectare area and are
also collected in nature. Preventative and curative
mixtures are concocted out of these plants. Joze
Majes mixes over 200 kinds of teas for different
health problems, and other healing concoctions.
Visitors gladly sneak a peek of the herb garden.
There are three young people employed on the

farm. There were times where the farm visited up to
150 buses of tourists a year.

OFFER: over 60 home-made eco products: teas, tea
mixtures, ointments, tinctures, powders, oils,
immunity boosting paste. JoZze Majes' books on
herbalism are a real hit. There are also weekend
seminars, where you can learn more about healing
plants and their use, and they also organize lectures
abroad.

WORKING HOURS: On week-days from 8.00 until
16.00, tours can be booked throughout the week,
but not during winter.

WHERE TO FIND US: at the farm, in shops: K2M,
Dolenjske Toplice; Muljava, and Maribor (Slovenska
cesta 17) and in green pharmacies all over Slovenia.
You can also order our products per telephone,
Facebook or online.

Church at Gorica

The subsidiary church of Mary Help of Christians is
the most noted pilgrimage church in the Topliska
Valley. The pilgrims were mostly Gottscheers, and
the church had the same reputation as the one in
Brezje. Why pilgrimage appeared here, remains a
mystery. The church stands on a 250 metres high
terrace above the Crmog3njidka valley. A magnificent
belfry with a simple tented roof and octagonal nave
showcase a lavish Baroque design. According to
Carniolan historian Valvasor, the church was builtin
1680 and then in 1710 the belfry was finished.
Some believe that this baroque church was built in



In the past, pilgrims prayed for health in Mary's

church in Gorica, but today you can take care of
your health with medicinal concoctions from the
herbal farm. If you want to take care of your

health, visit Cerovec, Rigelj and Gorica.

the same place as her gothic ancestor once stood.
Valuable baroque features are the main altar and
two side altars. The main altar is dedicated to Mary
and side two to Holy Trinity and St. Barbara.
Stations of the Cross are copies of Fuerich with
accompanying prayers in German.

Church at Cerovec

On top of the wine-growing hill Cerovec near Gorica
there is another church, the subsidiary church of
Holy Trinity. The closeness of the two churches is

surprising. Both are relatively lavish, which gives an
impression of neighbor rivalry between Slovenes
and Gottscheers. The church was built in 17th
century in baroque style. At the same time, the altar
was made, which is furnished by local fine artists. All
altars are rich with divisions and decorated with
quality plastics. The golden main altar dates from
the second half of 17th century, time of a beautiful
and calm baroque period. The main apse is
decorated with figures of Holy Trinity, putting a
crown on Mary's head.



KOCEVSKI ROG

The tales of nature and wartime memories

Kocevski Rog is a place of spectacular natural and
cultural heritage. Five centuries ago, Kocevski Rog
was thinly populated area of old-growth forest. In
14th century German immigrants began to cultivate
it, and after 1941, when ethnic German Gottscheer
population was resettled, the area became almost
completely devoid of humans again. This area of
karst massif is defined by dense fir and beech
forest. By the end of 19th century, the forest was
guided through sustainable development by
Auersperg's forest estate manager, Leopold
Hufnagel. Many parts of this area are preserved
virgin forests with diverse flora and fauna. The

wilderness of Kocevski Rog serves as a refuge for
animal species such as bear, wolf and lynx. What
makes the area even more special is karst plateau
with more than 1000 karst caves.

Hiking trails and tours

There are many themed trails to discover the nature:
Polharska and Padalska Trail, Trail to St. Peter, Trail
of Resistance (Pot upora), and Educational forest
trail “Rozek” (Naravoslovna gozdna pot Rozek). Key
peaks and sights are connected by Trdinova Trail
and bike paths. The accessis arranged to Podstenice
and Rozek collapse dolines and also to Ice Cave



(Ledena jama) in Kunc. There you can see two
mighty trees the Crmos3nijice fir tree (Crmos3njidka
jelka)and the Spruce at Kunc.

The cultural heritage of this area is marked by traces
of vanished Gottschee villages, ruins of steam
powered sawmills at Sawmill Rog and Sawmill
Podstenice. Most renowned WW2 monuments are
the preserved Jelendol Partisan Hospital, Zgorniji
Hrastnik hospital, and Point 20 (Baza 20), the only
secret headquarters of any European resistance
movement built in such a manner. The locations of
post-war killings in Rugarski Klanci and Double Cave
by the Zinc Cross (Dvojno brezno pri Cink krizu) are
also commemorated.

More: tourist map of Kocevski Rog




RUINS OF SOTESKA MANSION

The forgotten past

According to Valvasor, the Soteska Mansion was one
of the most beautiful mansions in Carniola. It had a
rectangular layout with an interior courtyard
bordered by rectangular towers at the corners
which highlighted the early baroque architecture. In
1943 it was burnt down by partisans, and after the
war, the mansion was used as a quarry for road-
making.

The Auersperg family, that managed the estate since
1793, depended on Rog forests. In 1856, a sawmill
was set up by Krka river, which was powered by a

steam locomotive, still preserved today. Since 1927
a power station is operating at the site of the former
mill. In 19th century, the Auerspergs even brewed
their own beer.

Above the mansion there is a church of St. Erasmus,
aninstitution of Sirs of Soteska. The church was built
in 17th century by the Gallenbergs.

Park with the Devil's Tower (Hudicev turn)
The garden pavilion together with the park
composition presents one of the most important



early Baroque monuments in Slovenia. The park
concept was developed at the end of 17th century.
The garden pavilion is a quatrefoil-shaped Baroque
tower, surrounded by stone wall with three portals,
as a place to escape reality into mystique. The
interior is painted with illusionistic frescoes, which
are attributed to the Dutch painted Almanach.

Vintage Car Museum

In a former castle farmhouse in front of the
mansion ruins there is a museum depot of vintage
cars, wagons, and fire pumps, which are operated

by Bistra, Technical Museum of Slovenia.

Tour: There is an information table at the parking
space by the castle

The tour of the Devil's Tower and the Vintage Car
Museum is possible from 27. April to 30.
September, every day, including Sundays and
Holidays, between 13:00 and 18:00, or at any time
by prior notification to TIC Dolenjske Toplice (07
38451 88 or tic@dolenjske-toplice.si)

.




GOTTSCHEE GERMAN HERITAGE

Preserving the legacy

Gottscheers or Gottschee Germans are the
German-speaking settlers of the Kocevje region.
They first settled there around 1330 and stayed
there until the beginning of WWII in 1941. The
centre of the German language island was the city
of KocCevje.

Today, the legacy of Gottscheers is maintained by
Gottschee Germans Society, established in 1992 in
Obcice. The members are mostly Gottscheers and

their descendants from Crmo3njisko-Poljanska
Valley and surroundings who were not resettled.

The society resides in Museum and Cultural Centre
of Obdice. In one of the two buildings there is a
smaller museum collection of Gottscheers' history,
andinthe other building there are various models of
Gottschee villages and houses. German language
courses and folk group classes also take place in the
cultural centre. They present their lifestyle during




the Days of Gottschee Culture, a festival that takes
place in Kocevske Poljane in Obcice once every three
years.

Tour: Visitors can take the tour by prior notification.
Visitors are welcomed by honey liquor and typical

Gottschee potica pobolica (inthe picture).

Drustvo Kocevarjev staroselcev
Obcice 1,8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T:031794 449

E: dks.gav@gmail.com



EVENTS

24. and 25. March 2018

15. EASTER FOODS SHOW

10. June 2018

3. BEER FESTIVAL DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
July - August 2018

SUMMER IN KOCEVSKI ROG

20. - 22. July 2018

TOPLISKA NOC 2018 (Night of Toplice)
29. July 2018

FISHING PICNIC

7.-16. September 2018

DAYS OF GOTTSCHEE CULTURE

19. - 21. October 2018
CELEBRATION OF TOPLISKA APPLE

26. December 2018 NEW YEAR'S FOLK MUSIC
FESTIVAL OF DOLENJSKE TOPLICE

ACTIVITIES

RENT A BIKE, KAYAK, CANU; RAFTING TRIPS
Pionirska cesta 3

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T:. 07 306 68 30

M: 041 887 362

E: info@k2m.si

www.k2m.si




TIC DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
T: 07 384 51 88
M: 051 305 259
E: tic@dolenjske-toplice.si
S: www.dolenjske-toplice.si

TENIS CENTER & CENTER COURT CAFE PANORAMIC FLIGHTS WITH MOTOR PLANES
8350 Dolenjske Toplice AND GLIDERS
T: 031 697 747 Precna 46
mirjana.idan@gmail.com 8000 Novo mesto
T.:07 3348 222
FISHING M: 041 987 123
Podturn 28 E: info@aknm.si
8350 Dolenjske Toplice www.aknm.si
T:07 30 65 390
ziga.stravs@gmail.com GOLF
Otocec
PAINTBALL T.07 307 56 27
Dolenje Susice 17 M: 041 304 444
8350 Dolenjske Toplice E: golf.otocec@terme-krka.si

T: 040 677 828
www.paintball-dt.si



HORSEBACK RIDING
Ces¢a vas

T: 07 3373 040

E: konji.cescavas@siol.net
www.konji-cescavas.si

CUISINE

BALNEA RESTAURANT - DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
SPA

Zdraviliski trg 7

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 08 20 50 300

E: booking@terme-krka.si

www.terme-krka.si

RESTAURANT OSTARIJA
Sokolski trg 2

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 031 712 500

E: jernej.jarc@ostarija.si
www.ostarija.si

GUESTHOUSE KOLESAR
Dolenje SuSice 22

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 07 306 50 03 in 041 755 363
E: info@gostisce-kolesar.com
www.gostisce-kolesar.com

STRAVS INN

Podturn 28

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T:07 306 53 90

E: ziga.stravs@gmail.com

»PRI HENRIKU"” INN
Loska vas 4

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 07 306 55 03

ACCOMMODATION

TERME DOLEN]JSKE SPA
Zdraviliski trg 7

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 08 20 50 300

E: booking@terme-krka.si
www.terme-krka.si



MARJETKA KAVCIC - APARTMENTS AND
ROOMS JAKA

Gregorceva ulica 37

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 040 608 915

E: marjetka.kavcic@gmail.com
www.mana.si/ponudba/dolenjske-
toplice/apartmaniji-jaka

APARTMENTS PANDA
Ulica Maksa Henigmana 4
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 040 459 144

E: luzar.zlata@gmail.com
www.apartmaji-panda.si

HOTEL & PUB “PRI MOSTU"”
Pionirska cesta 2

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 07 306 50 03 in 051 388 388
E: info@primostu.si
WWW.Primostu.si

HOTEL & RESTAURANT OSTARIJA
Sokolski trg 2

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 031 712 500

E: jernej.jarc@ostarija.si
www.ostarija.si

APARTMENTS STELLA
Zdraviliski trg 3
8350 Dolenjske Toplice
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GUESTHOUSE STRAVS
Podturn 28

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 07 306 53 90

E: ziga.stravs@gmail.com

GUESTHOUSE KOLESAR
Dolenje SuSice 22

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 07 306 50 03 in 041 755 363
E: info@gostisce-kolesar.com
www.gostisce-kolesar.com

PARISH APARTMENTS
Zdraviliski trg 6
8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 07 306 50 30
E: dusan.kozuh@rkc.si

DOLENJSKE TOPLICE CAMPING
Zdraviliski trg 7

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

T: 040 466 589

E: info@camping-potocar.si
www.camping-potocar.si

PZA CAMPING POLJE
Meniska vas 47

8350 Dolenjske Toplice
T: 040 466 589

E: info@kamp-polje.si
www.kamp-polje.si

PZA MALI RA] - FKK NATURIST CAMP
Dolenje Polje 7a

8351 Straza

T: 041 642 905

E: joze.bradac@siol.net
www.dnmaliraj.si



TIC DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
WORKING HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9.00 - 17.00
SATURDAY: 9.00 - 15.00

SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS: 8.00 - 12.00

SHOPS

SONCEK GROCERY STORE
Ulica Maksa Henigmana 4
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

MERCATOR SELA (GROCERY STORE DOLENJSKE
TOPLICE)

Sela 48

8350 Dolenjske Toplice

MENISAN GROCERY STORE
Meniska vas 71
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

KRISTAL DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
Zdraviliski trg 7
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

SOUVENIR SHOP K2M
Pionirska cesta 3
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

GAS STATION BUCAR
Sela 54
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

GRAMAT GRIL - BUILDING MATERIALS
Sela pri Dolenjskih Toplicah 49
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

NEWS-STAND DOLENJSKE TOPLICE
Zdraviliski trg 10
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

BARS & CAFES

CAFE BALNEA
Zdraviliski trg 7
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

PUB “PRI MOSTU"”
Pionirska cesta 2
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

SOKOL BAR
Sokolski trg 4
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

BAR CENTER
Zdraviliski trg 10A
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

BAR TURN
Soteska 39
8351 Soteska

BAR MENISAN
Meniska vas 71
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

ILLY PUB BAR
Pionirska cesta 1
8350 Dolenjske Toplice

FLORJAN BAR
Podturn 12
8350 Dolenjske Toplice
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